01"

At

SI

7S

O




More and more couples are choosing destination weddings over "traditional"
weddings. Destination weddings are a fun opportunity to celebrate with family
and friends in an unforgettable location. Destination weddings represent
approximately ten percent of all weddings, so it's no wonder more resorts are
offering a range of packages designed for wedding parties.

Destination weddings take a lot of planning, and the best accommodations are not
always available last-minute. The earlier you start planning with your wedding
professional, the less hassle and stress it will be to plan the most important day of
your life. Our company is here to assist you every step of the way.

This guide is an introduction to the world of destination weddings. Our
experienced as certified consultants will help you plan every detail for your big
day. By using our travel company, you can plan each component of your
destination wedding. We will present you with a range of destinations and venue
options, as well as assemble a cost-effective travel package for the wedding party
based on your vision. We work with local wedding planners in your chosen
destination to handle all the logistics of the ceremony and reception, no matter
how big or small.
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When planning a destination wedding, the most important decision you'll make is,
of course, the location. Many couples choose a favorite destination they have
already visited, while others use the opportunity to make memories in a new
locale. Some of the most popular wedding destinations are the beaches of the
Caribbean and Mexico. Choosing between Caribbean and Mexico for an all-
inclusive destination wedding offers distinct advantages: Mexico often provides
greater affordability and value, while still offering stunning scenery and a wide
range of resort options. The Caribbean boasts its own charm, but generally,
Mexico is considered a more budget-friendly and convenient option for many
couples, with easier travel from the US and a strong infrastructure for destination
weddings.
Affordability & Value: Mexico's lower
labor costs and favorable exchange rates
often make it a more economical choice
compared to the Caribbean, allowing for a
stylish wedding without the high price
tag.
Convenient Access: Mexico and the
Caribbean are easy to travel to from the
United States, making it a convenient
choice for guests and increasing the
likelihood of higher attendance.

Breathtaking Scenery: Mexico & The

. Caribbean offers diverse and naturally
beautiful landscapes, from its famous
beaches to historic sites, reducing the
need for extensive and costly decorations.




Familiarity & Expertise
Mexico and the Caribbean are top wedding spots with all-inclusive resorts and on
-site planners, making things easy for couples.

Keep in mind:
Weather: Beach weddings are gorgeous but can be unpredictable. Watch out for

hurricane season (islands like Aruba are safer in the fall).

Crowds: Peak season means busier resorts and less privacy.

We’ll guide you with expert advice to find the perfect destination.
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Destination weddings range from inexpensive (sometimes far less than a
traditional wedding), to very costly. Once you have an idea of your wedding
destination, analyze your budget. We will assist you to carefully assess the costs
of travel, accommodations, activities, and meals. Decide how many guests you
can afford and whether you will pay for any part of their travel. If you are hoping
for a large crowd of guests and/or expect them to pay for any expenses, planning
early is a must! They will need the location and date as soon as possible to book
their own travel arrangements. If cost is an important factor, we offer a variety of
options for many destinations. It is possible, and often optimal, to take a
minimalist, stress-free approach to your destination wedding. In most cases, all
you need are an official, a wedding license, and a romantic spot. Don’t let price
be the defining element of your dream ceremony. We can help you be creative!
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Whether your wedding is near or far, the guest list can pose significant problems. For
this reason, many couples choose to elope and skip invitations altogether. They send an
announcement when they return home, and throw a reception so everyone can still get
together and celebrate. Other couples use destination weddings as an option to invite
only a few close friends or family members, so they keep their guest list small and
intimate. Some couples will treat destination weddings the same way they would a
wedding in their home town. They will send invitations out to a larger number, placing
the decision in guests' hands (and perhaps their wallets) to attend the wedding. If you
have many small children attending, keep in mind that some adult-only resorts only
allow guests over age 16 or 18.

Who can you expect to attend a destination
wedding? The RSVPs may surprise you.
Many invitees will attend and combine their
own vacation with the couple’s special day.
On the other hand, some guests may not
have the financial means or the ability to
take off work to travel. Most hotels offer
special room rates to couples and their
guests, or the rooms may be included in a
wedding package. Take some time to think
about how long guests will stay at the venue.
Couples can travel alone and have guests
arrive a day or two later, or everyone can
travel together as a group. If guests arrive a
few days before the wedding, consider
booking some activities or excursions for ~ -
them to enjoy. You could also plan nothmg
at all and allow guests some quiet vacation =
time of their own before the wedding. In this
scenario, consider sending a destination
guide (which we can provide) in the
invitation. They can choose their own itinerary and have their own fun while
celebrating you!
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For destination weddings in the Caribbean or Mexico, you can choose a symbolic
ceremony (most popular, not legally binding) or a legal ceremony (more complex, with
residency requirements, paperwork, and sometimes blood tests). Legal requirements
vary by country and even by state, so it's crucial to verify them with local authorities or
a specialized wedding planner. English-speaking Caribbean countries like Jamaica are
often easier for legal marriages, while non-English-speaking destinations like Mexico
and the Dominican Republic typically require translations, apostilles, and local blood

tests for legal ceremonies
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Symbolic Ceremonies (Best Option for Most
Couples)

What it is: A non-legal ceremony in your
destination.

How it works: You handle the legal
paperwork at home before or after your trip.

Benefits: Easier, more flexible, affordable,
and no extra requirements (like residency or
tests).

For guests: Looks just like a legal
wedding—no one will know the difference.

Legal Ceremonies
What it is: A marriage legally recognized in
your destination country.

How it works: You must follow local laws
and may need to arrive early.

Requirements: Possible residency stay,
documents (passport, birth certificate,
divorce/death papers), translations &
Apostilles, blood tests (in some countries),
and local fees.



Some countries require a parental consent statement be authenticated by a
consular official of the country you will be wed in. To summarize, don’t
underestimate the rules and regulations you will need to address, usually far in
advance. Remember, you always have the option of marrying at home before or
after a non-binding ceremony at your destination. You may find this is the best
choice to ensure that you will enjoy every minute of the trip!



Details

Once you choose a destination and have a good idea of the budget and the guest
list, you can start planning the ceremony details. Wedding coordinators at the
resorts we partner with will make a lot of the arrangements. Many resorts and
cruise lines even have their own wedding departments! If an on-site wedding
planner is not available, consider hiring your own planner to help with details,
research, and correspondence. Destination wedding planners offer a range of
choices for flowers, food, and music to fit a wide variety of budgets. Wedding
details that may have taken months to plan for a hometown wedding can be
selected in a matter of minutes at the destination itself. If you are on a budget,
remember that many hotels, beaches, and outdoor settings already have their own
unique decor - this is one step you may be able to skip.

Regardless of your location, many of the
decisions for your wedding will remain
the same. Do you want a rehearsal dinner
the night before? Do you want a formal
reception or a simple table for two at a
romantic restaurant? Do you want to
wake thatin the morning and Iget dressed
at your leisure, or do you want to enjoy a
spa treatment or massage before the
ceremony? Music can be arranged in
advance or chosen on-site. Some couples
even opt out of music entirely and rely on
waterfalls or ocean waves as the
backdrop. Food is easily catered and can
include ethnic or theme-oriented dishes
applicable to the locale or setting.




Like any wedding, attire can be formal and fancy or simple and casual. Clothing
can reflect local culture and tradition, or you may prefer to walk down the aisle in
a more elegant wedding gown. If flying, formal wear like a wedding gown or
tuxedo should be packed as a carry-on, if possible. If particular clothing items or
accessories are essential, carry them onto the plane and avoid the heartbreak of a
lost gown. If you cannot take the items as a carry-on, then factor in time for lost
luggage to be shipped to your hotel. If you would rather not travel with your
wedding ensemble at all, ship your clothing separately and well in advance (this
may result in a small storage fee at the hotel). It may also be worth asking about
renting wedding attire at your hotel or resort.

Photography, video, and flower options are abundant and very similar to
"traditional" wedding offerings. Couples can choose to hire a professional
photographer, or they can rely on guests to capture more impromptu memories.
Many all-inclusive wedding plans include a photography and video package.
Some videos will even include local footage of the area, like dolphins swimming
or a video introduction of the resort or island. Flower arrangements are usually
provided by local florists and can be arranged before you arrive or on-site.
Couples can choose from popular pre-written wedding vows or write their own!




As you finalize arrangements for your special day, remember that many of the
same tips for planning a traditional wedding also apply to destination weddings.
Avoid over-planning and allow ample free time for you and your guests to enjoy
your destination. Group activities are a fun way to spend time with everyone!
However, don’t overwhelm yourself or your guests with a rigid schedule or
strenuous activities the day before the wedding. Most importantly, remember that
this is your day. Plan your dream wedding and make it your own. That’s what
destination weddings are all about!
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